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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ^ Claim(s) K3 is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) ±8 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 06 May 2005 is/are: a)Q accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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3.^ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The word "preferably" renders the scope of the 
claims vague and indefinite, since it is not clear whether the corresponding limitations 
are required. 

The Drawing and specification are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .84 ( u ) ( 1 ) in 
referring to the sole figure as "Figure 1". 

The specification is objected to in failing to include a "Brief Description of 
Drawings". 

Claims 1-3 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Bexton (US 5,571 ,303) discloses a process for producing a sulfur-based 
fertilizer wherein streams of ammonia, phosphoric acid and an aqueous liquid are mixed 
and reacted to form a liquid reaction mixture, and then a stream of molten sulfur is 
mixed with the liquid reaction mixture. (See col. 2, lines 38-58 and col. 7, lines 34-56.) 
However there is no teaching, disclosure or suggestion in Bexton to introduce the 
elemental sulfur to the reactor substantially at the same time as the other reactants, as 
required by applicants' claims. Nor would there be any motivation from the prior art to 
do so. Applicants' specification discloses on page 3, lines 21-33 that a disadvantage of 
the Bexton process is that due to the performing of ammonium phosphate either much 
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water is needed to keep the salt dissolved or, when relatively small amounts of water 
are used, solid ammonium phosphate bis formed, and that the homogenous distribution 
of sulphur throughout the granule may be hampered by the existence of solid 
ammonium phosphate. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wayne Langel whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1353. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8 am - 3:30 
pm Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stanley Silverman can be reached on 571-272-1358. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Wayne Langel/ 
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